BEAUTY SALON THEME
	PLANNING
	

	How does this theme relate to children’s interest and/or what they are learning?
	· Girls like to comb and play with their hair.

· Many boys have had their hair cut and/or see family members return from the salon.

· Children can learn social skills, cooperative play, real life scenarios, hygiene, learning a trade skill

	What specific Kentucky Early Childhood benchmarks will be addressed?
	Math, technology, language

	What background knowledge do children need to know about this theme? What background knowledge do children currently know about this theme?
	Need:

· The sequence of hair cutting/styling process or manicure process
Currently know:

· Experience getting haircut
· Have had hair washed and styled at home

· Knows there are special occasions for getting hair done

	How will you supplement children’s background knowledge (e.g., video, book, field trip, virtual field trip, guest speaker, etc.)?
	Video, books, field trip, virtual field strip, guest speaker, discuss the differences in the children’s hair styles/color

	How will children be involved in planning/developing the theme and props?
	Discussion of prior knowledge, making materials/props/signs, gathering materials, name the salon, design name tags, create smocks, make shampoo bottles, make a curling iron, make cardboard scissors, brainstorm (What do you think happens at a salon?)

	How will you introduce the theme?
	Large group, show video, read a book, group activity, modeling, virtual field trip, guest speaker


	ROLES RELATED
TO THIS THEME
	ROLE “RULES”
(typical behaviors/actions
of the role)
	EXAMPLES OF
ROLE “SPEECH”
(typical things person in role says)
	ROLE-RELATED PROPS
(what props does person in the role typically use)

	Receptionist
	Keeps an appointment book, answers phone, takes money/payments, sells items
	“Hello, how can I help you?”
“Can you come back in six weeks?”
“What would you like to have done to your hair?”
	Phone, appointment book, pencil, frequent visitor cards, desk

	Cosmetologist/Stylist
	Cuts, shampoos, styles, perms and colors hair
	“What are we doing today?”
“Do you want me to blow dry your hair?”
	Combs, brushes, rollers, scissors, sink, broom, dust pan, curling iron, blow dryer, cape/smock

	Customer
	Picks out a hair style or describes what they want, pays for services
	“Could you please cut and color my hair?”

“How much do I owe you?”
	Hair magazines, cape, chair

	Shampoo Person
	Washes and pats dry hair
	“Would you like a wash and shampoo?”
	Chair, shampoo bottle, cape/smock, towel

	Nail Technician
	Clips fingernails, paints fingernails
	“What color nail polish is your favorite?”
	Pretend nail polish/bottles, pretend nail clippers


	SETUP/PROPS

	What changes are needed in the dramatic play center or where the theme will be located (e.g., rearrangement of center, addition of furniture)?
	Rearrange area to accommodate more chairs or furniture, stylist’s station

	What adaptations will be needed for children in the classroom with disabilities/special needs?
	· Handicap seat with buckles
· Rollers that snap easily

· Visual pictures and picture schedules to follow

	What additional props are needed (in addition to role-specific props listed previously)?
	Real, authentic props: Mirror, foam rollers, open/closed sign, comb, brush, hair pick, bobbie pins, rubber bands, magazines, nail polish, Q-Tips, photo booth hair, hair dryer without cord

	
	Realistic (faux) props: Water bottle, empty mousse can, empty hairspray can, empty gel bottle, cash register, money, smocks

	
	Open-ended, multi-purpose props: Paper towel/toilet paper rolls, Q-Tips, clothes basket, beauty sponges, pool noodle, craft sticks, pail, cardboard (for scissors), small paint brushes, fabric for capes/smocks

	
	Teacher-made or child-made props: price list, appointment book, beauty salon sign, cape/smock materials, name tags

	How will you incorporate diversity into this theme (race, culture, age, abilities, non-stereotypical gender roles)?
	· Hair magazines
· Hair style posters

· Pictures


	LANGUAGE, LITERACY & MATH

	What books could you read/add to the dramatic play center that are related to this theme?
	“What If You Had Animal Hair?”, “Fancy Nancy: Ooh La La! It’s a Beauty Day”, “Max Goes to the Barber”, “Saturday at the New You”, “Stephanie’s Ponytail”, “Moosetache”, non-fiction books about beauty salons

	What theme-related vocabulary words will you introduce/use?
	Wash, perm, cut, brush, comb, mousse, beauty, barber, stylist, cosmetologist, nail technician, blow dryer, nail clippers, hairspray, clippers, gel, scissors

	What theme-related authentic print and math materials will you add? How will you use these materials to engage children in conversation?
	· List of services/price list (to see how much each service costs and to compare the prices of each service)

· Cash register, money, phone, business cards, appointment books, name tags

	What theme-related display could you add to the dramatic play center?
	· Hair posters
· Pictures of different hairstyles in different cultures

· Stations


	SOCIAL SKILLS

	What social skills will you intentionally teach as children play the dramatic play center?
	Describe what they want, turn taking in conversation, manners, regulating emotions, sharing

	What inappropriate or challenging behavior may arise?

What strategies will you use to address these behaviors?
	· Actually cutting each other’s hair (discuss that we are pretending)
· Fighting/arguing over roles and/or objects (set a timer so each child has the same amount of time to play each role)


	HOW WILL YOU EMBED STEAM INTO THIS THEME?

	Science
	Observing how different products react on your hair, measuring how long someone’s hair is

	Technology
	Hair dryer/rollers, virtual field trip, low tech salon items

	Engineering
	New haircuts and styles

	Arts
	Signs, name tags, colors of hair, business cards, logo, capes/smocks

	Math
	Cash register, phone, money, clock/timer, measuring length of hair


OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER:

Length and duration of theme
