GAS STATION THEME
	PLANNING
	

	How does this theme relate to children’s interest and/or what they are learning?
	Children love cars and trucks and tools. Cars need fuel and so do we…when we eat.
We go to the doctor when we are sick and cars have to go in for maintenance.

	What specific Kentucky Early Childhood benchmarks will be addressed?
	Science, math, fine motor, language, literacy, social/emotional, gross motor, cognitive skills

	What background knowledge do children need to know about this theme? What background knowledge do children currently know about this theme?
	Need:

· What makes a car go. What kinds of things can go wrong with a car and where to take it to be fixed.
· How things work and how things fit together.

· Various tools and how to use them.
Currently know:

· KWHL Chart. Mommy has a car. Cars are fast. Cars need gas. Cars have wheels. 

	How will you supplement children’s background knowledge (e.g., video, book, field trip, virtual field trip, guest speaker, etc.)?
	Virtual tour, books, bicycle pump and a basketball, mechanic as a special guest, pictures of a repair shop

	How will children be involved in planning/developing the theme and props?
	· Name of shop

· Make cars out of boxes
· Mechanic name tags

· Create a gas tank, air station, tools

	How will you introduce the theme?
	How did you get to school? Assistant comes in with broken down car. What’s wrong?


	ROLES RELATED
TO THIS THEME
	ROLE “RULES”
(typical behaviors/actions
of the role)
	EXAMPLES OF
ROLE “SPEECH”
(typical things person in role says)
	ROLE-RELATED PROPS
(what props does person in the role typically use)

	Mechanic
	Runs tests and fixes cars
	“Your car needs a little oil.”
“Do you need a loaner car?”
	Tools, towels, name tag, uniform, seats

	Driver/Passenger
	Brings the car into the station, calls a tow truck, pays for repairs
	“My car is making a _____ sound.”
“Please help. We’ve broken down.”
“I know a good mechanic.”
“How long will this take?”
	Car (laundry basket), keys, driver’s license, seat belts, steering wheel, paperwork, phone

	Gas Pump Attendant
	Fills tank with gas, washes windows
	“Fill’er up?”
“Can I clean your windows?”
	Uniform, name tag, gas tank

	Air Pump Attendant
	Fills tires with air, repairs flat tires
	“Your front passenger tire needs air.”
“We need to rotate your tires.”
	Air pump, tire gauge, name tag, uniform

	Tow Truck Driver
	Pick up broken down car and take it to a garage
	“What garage do you want me to take your car to?”
“I will load your car up.”
	Plastic sled, rope, keys, receipt

	Cashier
	Takes money, makes appointments, answers the phone
	“That will be $35.”
	Cash register, money, job tickets, receipts, tv, vending machine


	SETUP/PROPS

	What changes are needed in the dramatic play center or where the theme will be located (e.g., rearrangement of center, addition of furniture)?
	· Counter space for cashier
· Room for large boxes for cars and lifts/bays
· “Parking” for cars

	What adaptations will be needed for children in the classroom with disabilities/special needs?
	Social stories, enough space for everyone to move around (walkers, wheelchairs), real-life pictures, how-to directions

	What additional props are needed (in addition to role-specific props listed previously)?
	Real, authentic props: Keys, tire gauge, receipts, uniforms, wagon tires, tools, cash register

	
	Realistic (faux) props: Car, car lift, gas tank, air tank, cash register, battery, tires, cardboard steering wheel, box/block phone

	
	Open-ended, multi-purpose props: Paper towel tubes, play money

	
	Teacher-made or child-made props: Sign (name of shop), service menu/price list, uniforms

	How will you incorporate diversity into this theme (race, culture, age, abilities, non-stereotypical gender roles)?
	· Mechanics can be male or female, any age, nationality, etc.
· Real-life pictures of customers and community helpers

· Cars can be adapted for special needs

· There are lots of different types of vehicles for lots of different types of people


	LANGUAGE, LITERACY & MATH

	What books could you read/add to the dramatic play center that are related to this theme?
	Non-fiction / photo books about automobiles, community helpers, mechanics, tools
“Sputter, sputter, sput!”, “Cars: Rushing! Honking! Zooming!”, “If I Built a Car”
Car magazines

	What theme-related vocabulary words will you introduce/use?
	Repair, gauge, license, pump, gasoline, oil, navigation, key, loaner, ignition, leak, funnel, fill-up, rim, mechanic, vehicle, automobile, motor, axel, other tool names

	What theme-related authentic print and math materials will you add? How will you use these materials to engage children in conversation?
	Repair manuals and posters, price list, service menu, cash register, job checklist, newspaper ads, clock, car magazines/catalogues/brochures

	What theme-related display could you add to the dramatic play center?
	· Shop signs, posters, pictures
· Clock/hours of operation

· Open/closed sign

· Customer service desk

· Car lift for repairs


	SOCIAL SKILLS

	What social skills will you intentionally teach as children play the dramatic play center?
	Patience, turn taking, answering questions/giving details, problem solving, manners, how to get help, communication

	What inappropriate or challenging behavior may arise?

What strategies will you use to address these behaviors?
	· Unwilling to take turns, wanting to do the same job or wanting the same materials or cars
· Using tools inappropriately

Teacher directed conversations, talk it out, waiting list, problem-solving chart, Second Steps program, positive enforcement, assign roles, modeling how to play, teach appropriate use of materials, reminding of roles of each worker


	HOW WILL YOU EMBED STEAM INTO THIS THEME?

	Science
	Electric cars, gas made from corn, diesel fuel, kerosene from gas, nuts and bolts, losing air, weighing, balancing

	Technology
	Cash register, gauges, diagnostics, computers, tools

	Engineering
	Problem solving, building the “garage”

	Arts
	Make badges, cars, gas pump, air pump

	Math
	Using money and a cash register, numbers from gas tank and tire gauge, counting, matching, sequencing, shapes


OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER:

Length and duration of theme
