GREEN HOUSE THEME
	PLANNING
	

	How does this theme relate to children’s interest and/or what they are learning?
	Many children may live on a farm, have family who live on a farm, or have a farm close by. They have interest in animals, how things grow, and how our food comes from a farm.

	What specific Kentucky Early Childhood benchmarks will be addressed?
	4.1: Understands that the purpose of writing is communication.

	What background knowledge do children need to know about this theme? What background knowledge do children currently know about this theme?
	Need:

· Different types of farm animals and comparison between animals

· Different types of crops and comparison between animals

· Farming vocabulary

· Types of farms and how the farm’s location effects the type of crops/animals the farm has
· Books (comparing farm life to city life)

· Pictures of things on a farm

Currently know:

· Chart what the children already know about farms

	How will you supplement children’s background knowledge (e.g., video, book, field trip, virtual field trip, guest speaker, etc.)?
	Songs, books, guest speakers who lives/works on a farm, pictures, field trip

	How will children be involved in planning/developing the theme and props?
	· Planting

· Charting

· Design fencing

· Pick types of animals

· Make animals out of milk jugs

· Make a tractor out of a cardboard box

· Set up a farmer’s market

· Bring in fresh picked farm food, hay, plants, gardening tools

	How will you introduce the theme?
	Use songs, books, pictures with words, props, small group, field trip


	ROLES RELATED
TO THIS THEME
	ROLE “RULES”
(typical behaviors/actions
of the role)
	EXAMPLES OF
ROLE “SPEECH”
(typical things person in role says)
	ROLE-RELATED PROPS
(what props does person in the role typically use)

	Farmer
	boss, caretaker, milks the cow, plants seed, harvests items, takes things to market
	“Today we need to bale hay.”
“Today we need to mend fences.”
“I’m going to check the weather.”
“The cow needs milked.”
“We need rain.”
“Time to feed.”
	Overalls, boots, straw hat, gloves, hammer, nails, tractor, bucket, dirt, seeds, tools, overalls, flannel shirt, produce

	Farm Hands
	Gather and tend crops and produce, milks the cows, plants seed, takes things to market
	“Yes, Boss.”
“What do you need me to do next?”
“How can I help?”
“Thank you.”
“How many eggs do you need?”
“How many gallons of milk do you need?”
	Hoe, rake, basket, eggs, milking gloves, bucket, dirt, seeds, tools, overalls, flannel shirt, boots, produce

	Animals (Cow, Chicken)
	Eat, make sounds, fertilize, produce milk and eggs
	“Moo” (sleep)
“Cluck, cluck” (eat)
	Animal masks, costumes

	Milk Truck Driver
	Deliver products, pays the farmer
	“These are $4.00 a dozen.”
	Signs, stands, basket, cash register, order forms

	Market Worker
	Run the market, sell items
	“How can I help you today?”

“Look at all our fresh produce.”
	Baskets, food, cash register, money, signs, produce stand, truck

	Market Customer
	Buys fresh farm items
	“Can I buy _____?”
	Money, basket, bag


	SETUP/PROPS

	What changes are needed in the dramatic play center or where the theme will be located (e.g., rearrangement of center, addition of furniture)?
	· Close math center and remove furniture

· Create barn, fencing, milk stool, produce stand/booth
· Garden area

	What adaptations will be needed for children in the classroom with disabilities/special needs?
	· Make area physically accessible allowing extra space to move around freely
· Signs
· Prompting

	What additional props are needed (in addition to role-specific props listed previously)?
	Real, authentic props: milking gloves, apples, oranges, milk, bucket, clothing, boots

	
	Realistic (faux) props: Produce stand

	
	Open-ended, multi-purpose props: barn, wheelbarrow

	
	Teacher-made or child-made props: make hay out of boxes, animal headbands, garden tools

	How will you incorporate diversity into this theme (race, culture, age, abilities, non-stereotypical gender roles)?
	· Use different types of animals
· Amish clothing

· Talk about different farms in different cultures/locations
· Talk about how the crops can be used to make different ethnic dishes


	LANGUAGE, LITERACY & MATH

	What books could you read/add to the dramatic play center that are related to this theme?
	Books on life cycles, markets, seasons, weather, how a seed grows, farm life
“Town Mouse, Country Mouse”

	What theme-related vocabulary words will you introduce/use?
	Farm, dairy, crops, combine, fertilization, tractor, barn, garden, harvest, plant, seed, soil, hoe, rake, shovel, wagon, produce, market

	What theme-related authentic print and math materials will you add? How will you use these materials to engage children in conversation?
	· Read Kentucky Living and other magazines and brochures from a farm store

· Use Farmer’s crop markers, market signage, seed packets and feed bags

· Use a cash register

	What theme-related display could you add to the dramatic play center?
	· Build a barn and farmer’s market

· Add hay, signs, eggs, produce
· Display how-to posters (making butter, how things get to the market, how to milk a cow)


	SOCIAL SKILLS

	What social skills will you intentionally teach as children play the dramatic play center?
	Value of hard work, teamwork, sharing, role-play

	What inappropriate or challenging behavior may arise?

What strategies will you use to address these behaviors?
	· Role model sharing materials, taking turns

· Use Social Stories

· Monitor time limits


	HOW WILL YOU EMBED STEAM INTO THIS THEME?

	Science
	Talk about how things grow and what they need to grow (fertilization, sunlight, water)

	Technology
	Growth data of crops, video depicting farms, virtual field strip, iPad/QR codes to view animals/plants/seeds

	Engineering
	Repairing machinery, creating and using tools, designing and setting up a farmer’s market

	Arts
	Create 3-D animals, dioramas, animal headbands/masks, name the farm, create signs, making fruits and vegetables

	Math
	Patterning in the garden design, counting the harvest, comparing seed size, sorting, buy/sell food, using a cash register


OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER:

Length and duration of theme
