AQUARIUM THEME
	PLANNING
	

	How does this theme relate to children’s interest and/or what they are learning?
	Children are interested in animals such as fish, dolphins, turtles, etc., and how they can live in the water. They want to know about where difference animals live and what they eat.

	What specific Kentucky Early Childhood benchmarks will be addressed?
	Science Standard 1, Benchmark 1.1, 1.2, 1.3
Social Studies Standard 1, Benchmark 1.4, 1.5
Math Standard 1, Benchmark 1.1, 1.2, 1.3

	What background knowledge do children need to know about this theme? What background knowledge do children currently know about this theme?
	Need:

· What is an aquarium, why do we have them and where can you find one
· What types of animals live in an aquarium

Currently know:

· Fish and other animals live in water

	How will you supplement children’s background knowledge (e.g., video, book, field trip, virtual field trip, guest speaker, etc.)?
	Field trip, books, visit school library, show and tell, take photos at an aquarium, watch YouTube videos

	How will children be involved in planning/developing the theme and props?
	· Build an “aquarium”
· Have children think about and plan what is needed for an aquarium and make signs, chart types of animals in an aquarium

	How will you introduce the theme?
	Books, videos, pictures and songs about aquariums and animals that live in the water


	ROLES RELATED
TO THIS THEME
	ROLE “RULES”
(typical behaviors/actions
of the role)
	EXAMPLES OF
ROLE “SPEECH”
(typical things person in role says)
	ROLE-RELATED PROPS
(what props does person in the role typically use)

	Ticket Taker
	Takes money, gives information about cost, hours, tours, rules
	“How many tickets do you need?”
“How old are you?”
“Would you like a one-day or two-day pass?”
“The aquarium closes at 6:00.”
	Money, tickets, brochures, ticket booth, name tag

	Guide
	Teaches about different animals and exhibits, keeps visitors safe
	“Follow me.”
“Please don’t feed the animals.”
“This is a ______. It eats _______.”
	Uniform, name tag, pointer, two-way radio

	Animal Handlers and Trainers
	Takes care of and feeds animals, makes sure animals and visitors are safe
	“It’s dinner time.”
“What do you think this dolphin eats?”
“The penguins are taking a nap.”
	Name tag, uniform, gloves, bucket, keys, feed, goggles, snorkel, wet suit

	Visitors
	Asks questions about animals
	“What is that animal?”
“What does it eat?”
	Money, purse/wallet, camera

	Animals
	Moves and makes unique sounds, eats, sleeps, some perform tricks
	Makes sounds unique to that animal
	Pool, aquarium, rocks/wood, toys, signs, feed (animals masks, costumes)


	SETUP/PROPS

	What changes are needed in the dramatic play center or where the theme will be located (e.g., rearrangement of center, addition of furniture)?
	· Create a tank, ticket counter, gift shop, concessions
· Create a water scene

· Glass-bottomed boat

	What adaptations will be needed for children in the classroom with disabilities/special needs?
	· Wheelchair accessibility
· Modification of art utensils for activities and creating props

	What additional props are needed (in addition to role-specific props listed previously)?
	Real, authentic props: fish tank, water, rocks, nets

	
	Realistic (faux) props: stuffed animals, fish food, tanks and scenery

	
	Open-ended, multi-purpose props: bulletin board paper and art supplies, puppets

	
	Teacher-made or child-made props: logo, signs, fish, seaweed, plants

	How will you incorporate diversity into this theme (race, culture, age, abilities, non-stereotypical gender roles)?
	· Trainers can be any age over 18, male or female, or any ethnicity
· Different animals come from different parts of the world


	LANGUAGE, LITERACY & MATH

	What books could you read/add to the dramatic play center that are related to this theme?
	Specific books like “Fidgety Fish”, “Shark Trouble”, “Rainbow Fish”, “Commotion in the Ocean”; realistic books about aquatic animals, the ocean or ponds, rivers and lakes; books about actual aquariums

	What theme-related vocabulary words will you introduce/use?
	Aquarium, trainer, extinct, captivity, whale, dolphin, seaweed, ocean, seahorse, eel

	What theme-related authentic print and math materials will you add? How will you use these materials to engage children in conversation?
	Map of aquarium, grouping types of fish, counting fish, admission tickets, play money

	What theme-related display could you add to the dramatic play center?
	· Mural depicting ocean, lake, river, pond
· Fish tank

· Pretend glass-bottom boat


	SOCIAL SKILLS

	What social skills will you intentionally teach as children play the dramatic play center?
	Taking turns, waiting in line, following directions/rules, staying in group, sharing

	What inappropriate or challenging behavior may arise?

What strategies will you use to address these behaviors?
	· Disagreement over kind of props
· Choosing role

· Waiting at each exhibit

· Not taking turns talking to the guide

Will address these behaviors by assigning and rotating jobs.


	HOW WILL YOU EMBED STEAM INTO THIS THEME?

	Science
	Learning about the animals, exhibits, life cycles. Explore different textures, sizes, shapes.

	Technology
	YouTube videos, cameras, computers

	Engineering
	Constructing the aquarium setting, building a boat

	Arts
	Making logos, signs and tickets; making animal props, masks and costumes

	Math
	Count and sort types, shapes, size and colors of animals. Count money.


OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER:

