AT THE SEASHORE THEME
	PLANNING
	

	How does this theme relate to children’s interest and/or what they are learning?
	Many children have been to or have at least seen representations of the ocean.
Children are interested in animals.

	What specific Kentucky Early Childhood benchmarks will be addressed?
	Social, science, math, literacy

	What background knowledge do children need to know about this theme? What background knowledge do children currently know about this theme?
	Need:

· What is a seashore? An ocean?
Currently know:

· Ask children what they know.

	How will you supplement children’s background knowledge (e.g., video, book, field trip, virtual field trip, guest speaker, etc.)?
	Bring in or have children bring in photographs, pictures of shells, books, items (shells, sand)

	How will children be involved in planning/developing the theme and props?
	Discuss with children: what do you see, what do you pack, what they want to learn.

	How will you introduce the theme?
	Beginning of year, Spring Break, end of year
Books, videos, pictures, shells


	ROLES RELATED
TO THIS THEME
	ROLE “RULES”
(typical behaviors/actions
of the role)
	EXAMPLES OF
ROLE “SPEECH”
(typical things person in role says)
	ROLE-RELATED PROPS
(what props does person in the role typically use)

	Scuba Diver
	Explores the ocean, safety check, go with a buddy/”code”
	“Code”
Okay Signals
	2 liter bottle “tank”, science goggles, toilet paper or paper towel holder “flippers”

	Lifeguard
	Saves people, watches the area, keep swimmers where feet can touch, sits in a chair
	High/low tide
Weather vocabulary
	Whistle, binoculars, first aid kit, chair, flags, bag

	Family visiting beach
	Enjoys the sand and water, stays together, puts on sunscreen, has a swim buddy, stays in shallow water
	Talks about safety, waves, tide, crest, food stand items
	Beach ball, beach towel, sand toys, picnic blanket, sunscreen bottle, floaties


	SETUP/PROPS

	What changes are needed in the dramatic play center or where the theme will be located (e.g., rearrangement of center, addition of furniture)?
	Rearrangement of center, adding props

	What adaptations will be needed for children in the classroom with disabilities/special needs?
	· Assistance to sit in chairs/on towels, adaptive scripting, photo cues, picture of roles

	What additional props are needed (in addition to role-specific props listed previously)?
	Real, authentic props: seashells, flippers, sand

	
	Realistic (faux) props: Science goggles

	
	Open-ended, multi-purpose props: pompoms

	
	Teacher-made or child-made props: scuba gear, binoculars

	How will you incorporate diversity into this theme (race, culture, age, abilities, non-stereotypical gender roles)?
	· Variety of music (Hawaiian hula music)
· Taking whole family (baby to grandparents)

· Fiction and non-fiction books about the ocean, palm trees


	LANGUAGE, LITERACY & MATH

	What books could you read/add to the dramatic play center that are related to this theme?
	Fiction and non-fiction books about the beach, ocean animals, activities, etc.

	What theme-related vocabulary words will you introduce/use?
	Tide, wave, crest, salt water, shore, sea, ocean, aquatic life, crustaceans

	What theme-related authentic print and math materials will you add? How will you use these materials to engage children in conversation?
	· Signs/flags from beach
· Count shells

· Different sized buckets for sand

· Empty sunscreen bottles

· Open-ended questons

	What theme-related display could you add to the dramatic play center?
	· Signs (welcome to our beach, name the beach)
· Ocean mural


	SOCIAL SKILLS

	What social skills will you intentionally teach as children play the dramatic play center?
	Taking turns, problem-solving, having a swim buddy

	What inappropriate or challenging behavior may arise?

What strategies will you use to address these behaviors?
	Biting, fighting, throwing the beach ball inappropriately

Limit the number in the center, stationing teacher in center


	HOW WILL YOU EMBED STEAM INTO THIS THEME?

	Science
	Vocabulary – different ocean animals, tide; learning about shells

	Technology
	Taking photographs, using microscopes

	Engineering
	Creating scuba gear

	Arts
	Creating a mural – adding ocean animals, details

	Math
	Stacking sand, counting/sorting shells, matching different sea life (between fish and sea shells, etc.)


OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER:

Length and duration of theme, space
