CAMPING THEME
	PLANNING
	

	How does this theme relate to children’s interest and/or what they are learning?
	Children enjoy camping, being outdoors, tents, bugs, leaves, exploring textures and materials, safety and outdoor survival.
Natural science, nature conservation, recycling, navigation

	What specific Kentucky Early Childhood benchmarks will be addressed?
	Social studies, science, health, language
Science exploration 1:1
Social studies 1:6

	What background knowledge do children need to know about this theme? What background knowledge do children currently know about this theme?
	Need:

· What is camping? When and why do people go camping?
· Making or setting up a tent

· Planning a campsite
Currently know:

· Hunting/fishing

	How will you supplement children’s background knowledge (e.g., video, book, field trip, virtual field trip, guest speaker, etc.)?
	Books, photos, family involvement, “Going on a Bear Hunt”, video clips, maps, Smoky the Bear, Cub Scouts, 4-H agent, parent speakers, park ranger

	How will children be involved in planning/developing the theme and props?
	· Children brainstorm about what to bring, how to prepare and what to do on a camping trip

· Make lists of things to pack and types of food to take

· Making or setting up a tent

	How will you introduce the theme?
	· Books, stories, video

· Campfire songs (“Kookaburra sits…”)
· Being aware of environment/camping/community, reading maps, past experiences/world history (social studies)

· Being aware of nature/living things (science)

· Fire safety, water safety (health)

· Writing lists, learning new vocabulary (language)


	ROLES RELATED
TO THIS THEME
	ROLE “RULES”
(typical behaviors/actions
of the role)
	EXAMPLES OF
ROLE “SPEECH”
(typical things person in role says)
	ROLE-RELATED PROPS
(what props does person in the role typically use)

	Park Ranger
	Protects habitats, enforces rules, teaches
	“Stay together, please.”
“Prevent forest fires.”
“No feeding animals.”
“Put out your fire.”
	Hat with strap, vest with pockets, compass, badge, walkie-talkie, flashlight

	Camper
	Tells stories around the fire, cooks food, sets up tent, arranges the campsite, explores/observes animal life
	“Once upon a time….”
“Let’s get more wood.”
“Let’s pitch the tent.”
“Let’s go explore.”
	Tent, sleeping bag, cookie utensils, fire pit, binoculars, bandana, backpack, firewood, play food, flashlight

	Hiker
	Explores and observes the environment/animals
Walks…breathing heavily
	“Are we there yet?”
“Let’s take the _____ trail.”
	Water bottle, map, boots, bandana, compass

	Medic
	Dispenses first aid, communicates with walkie-talkie
	Uses words like “bandaids”, “snakebite”
	First Aid kit, flashlight, uniform, rope, bandages, poison ivy medicine

	Bear
	Eats, roars, claws, sleeps
	Roars, growls
	Mask/costume, den/cave

	Fisherman
	Catches fish, uses rod/boat
	“My fish got away.”
“I need a worm for catching my bass.”
	Fishing pole, bait, water, cooler


	SETUP/PROPS

	What changes are needed in the dramatic play center or where the theme will be located (e.g., rearrangement of center, addition of furniture)?
	· Remove/rearrange furniture to make room for campfire, tent/canopy
· Add pillows for support

	What adaptations will be needed for children in the classroom with disabilities/special needs?
	· Large print

· Adequate space

· Well-lit space (lantern, flashlight)
· Make tent wheelchair accessible
· Sit down visual in tent

	What additional props are needed (in addition to role-specific props listed previously)?
	Real, authentic props: pine cones, branches, sticks, flashlight, canteen, lantern

	
	Realistic (faux) props: Christmas lights in a jar for fireflies, cooking supplies, paper towel rolls for wood, fake grill, play flames, fake rocks

	
	Open-ended, multi-purpose props: Blankets/towels, cotton balls (marshmallows, bait, etc.), plastic bags, cardboard tubes

	
	Teacher-made or child-made props: Scenery, bait, fish for catching, boat, fishing poles, paper towel rolls for food, fake grill/fire pit, fake rocks

	How will you incorporate diversity into this theme (race, culture, age, abilities, non-stereotypical gender roles)?
	· Books, video, stories
· Maps and hiking/camping in other landscapes/countries

· Pictures depicting diverse cultures, genders, abilities

· Read books and discuss roles


	LANGUAGE, LITERACY & MATH

	What books could you read/add to the dramatic play center that are related to this theme?
	“Going on a Bearhunt”
Fiction and non-fiction books about camping/hunting/outdoors/maps

	What theme-related vocabulary words will you introduce/use?
	Trail, medic, camp fire, primitive, beneficial/harmful, bugs, canteen, hiking, extinguish, park ranger, bait, fishing pole, compass, lantern, navigation, hike, tackle box, prevention, conservation

	What theme-related authentic print and math materials will you add? How will you use these materials to engage children in conversation?
	· Map of camping sites and compass
· Sequence poster on how to pitch a tent

· Poster of bugs/forest animals

· Camping recipes

Model using the maps and compass, putting up a tent, cooking over a campfire

	What theme-related display could you add to the dramatic play center?
	· Posters and pictures of camping

· Backgrounds of varied climates (mountains, desert, forest, lake, etc.)


	SOCIAL SKILLS

	What social skills will you intentionally teach as children play the dramatic play center?
	Working together, self-regulation, taking turns, problem-solving (putting up tent/collecting firewood), role playing, job acceptance

	What inappropriate or challenging behavior may arise?

What strategies will you use to address these behaviors?
	· Children want to do the same job
· Fighting

· Challenge of having a bear emerge/attack

· Taking turns, patience

· Communicating wants and needs

Model appropriate behavior, review expectations, timers for sharing


	HOW WILL YOU EMBED STEAM INTO THIS THEME?

	Science
	Exploring outdoors (bark, leaves), survival, solids to gas, fire/forest safety

	Technology
	Interview roles with iPad, photographing nature, using a compass, sequencing visuals

	Engineering
	Setting up a tent, using popsicle sticks to make tents, arranging a campsite, using a boat

	Arts
	Construct props, campfire songs, drawing maps

	Math
	Following recipes, navigation and reading a map, sequencing of trip or fishng


OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER:

Length and duration of theme
