METEOROLOGY THEME
	PLANNING
	

	How does this theme relate to children’s interest and/or what they are learning?
	Children are interested in weather and seasons because it impacts us daily.
Learn about maps

Children can relate to why they dress different ways to play outside.
Learn about their world and the environment

	What specific Kentucky Early Childhood benchmarks will be addressed?
	STEAM

	What background knowledge do children need to know about this theme? What background knowledge do children currently know about this theme?
	Need:

· Different types of weather conditions and seasons
· How to measure conditions (thermometer, barometer, rain gauge, radar)

· That there is a weather channel

· That a meteorologist forecasts weather and makes predictions
· Learn about maps and directions (North, South, East, West, etc.)
Currently know:

· Children know they dress a different way for different kinds of weather
· Children are aware of playing outside in different kinds of weather

	How will you supplement children’s background knowledge (e.g., video, book, field trip, virtual field trip, guest speaker, etc.)?
	Books about weather, video clips of the weather channel, class activities, visit from the meteorologist, apps

	How will children be involved in planning/developing the theme and props?
	· Ask children what they know and what they want to know.

· Help make props: weather map, symbols for weather, rain gauges, weather vans, pinwheels
· Determine the current weather

· Talking about how they dress for different types of weather and then giving them clothing/props to use

	How will you introduce the theme?
	· Discussing how the weather changes each season (prior knowledge) and if the children have traveled to places where the weather was very different
· Reading weather books

· Make a KWL chart

· Watch video clips of weather on YouTube


	ROLES RELATED
TO THIS THEME
	ROLE “RULES”
(typical behaviors/actions
of the role)
	EXAMPLES OF
ROLE “SPEECH”
(typical things person in role says)
	ROLE-RELATED PROPS
(what props does person in the role typically use)

	Meteorologist
	Delivers the weather on T.V.
Makes predictions

Does research on weather and weather “trends”
	“Today is going to be sunny and 70 degrees.”
“Tomorrow is going to be cold and windy.”

Use words like “radar” and “satellite”

Describe the weather conditions

Sing songs about the weather
	Map on the wall, weather symbols, coat and tie or nice outfit, computer, charts, pointer, umbrella, hats and mittens, posters, CDs (for sound effects or background music as well as songs)

	Camera Operator
	Videotapes the meteorologist and the sky
	“Cut.”
“Action.”
“Time for a commercial break.”
	Video camera, lights

	Viewers
	Watch the broadcast
	“Yay! It’s going to be sunny.”
	Chair/couch, remote control

	Scientist
	Teaches us about the weather
Teaches how to be safe in different kinds of weather
	“We need to put on our sunscreen today.”
	Posters

	Storm Chaser
	Follows dangerous weather to learn how to safer during bad weather
	
	Truck, weather instruments, video camera


	SETUP/PROPS

	What changes are needed in the dramatic play center or where the theme will be located (e.g., rearrangement of center, addition of furniture)?
	· A map would need to be placed on the wall or on an easel
· Need a video camera and microphone
· Need a computer/screen

	What adaptations will be needed for children in the classroom with disabilities/special needs?
	· Sign language
· Accessible by wheelchair

	What additional props are needed (in addition to role-specific props listed previously)?
	Real, authentic props: map, thermometer, weather vane, windsock, computer

	
	Realistic (faux) props: microphone (dish brush, hair brush, etc.), pointer

	
	Open-ended, multi-purpose props: Video camera (box, phone, paper, etc.), paper, crayons, pom-poms

	
	Teacher-made or child-made props: Weather charts, rain gauges, camera

	How will you incorporate diversity into this theme (race, culture, age, abilities, non-stereotypical gender roles)?
	· Use a globe to discuss weather in different cities, states, countries
· Clothing for male and female forecasters


	LANGUAGE, LITERACY & MATH

	What books could you read/add to the dramatic play center that are related to this theme?
	Weather books, books on how to make a video, atlas, multicultural books

	What theme-related vocabulary words will you introduce/use?
	Meteorologist, sunny, cloudy, radar, isolated, thunderstorm, severe weather, tornado, hurricane, temperature, degrees, percentage, forecaster, prediction, satellite, North, South, East, West

	What theme-related authentic print and math materials will you add? How will you use these materials to engage children in conversation?
	· Labeled weather symbols
· Charting temperatures, comparing temperatures from one day to the next

	What theme-related display could you add to the dramatic play center?
	· 5-Day Forecast


	SOCIAL SKILLS

	What social skills will you intentionally teach as children play the dramatic play center?
	Value of hard work, teamwork, sharing, role-play, interacting verbally, assisting one another

	What inappropriate or challenging behavior may arise?

What strategies will you use to address these behaviors?
	· Competitiveness towards use of materials and performing tasks

· Modeling sharing of materials, taking turns, listening
· Modeling, prompting and scripting handling props appropriately


	HOW WILL YOU EMBED STEAM INTO THIS THEME?

	Science
	Talk about different types of weather and its impact, different types of clouds, lots of vocabulary

	Technology
	Using a video camera; talking about, watching video or taking a field trip to see the instruments for measuring and delivering the weather, using a computer and cell phones

	Engineering
	Visit a weather station, have children play the different roles, making charts

	Arts
	Create maps and symbols, display the forecast, songs about weather, drawing “weather”

	Math
	Temperature degrees and percentages, how many days of sun or rain or snow, measuring the amount of rain or snow


OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER:

