PET STORE THEME
	PLANNING
	

	How does this theme relate to children’s interest and/or what they are learning?
	Children love animals and pets…Palace Pets, Paw Patrol, Puppy Pals

	What specific Kentucky Early Childhood benchmarks will be addressed?
	Science 1.1 
Math 1.1

Health/Mental Wellness 1.2

	What background knowledge do children need to know about this theme? What background knowledge do children currently know about this theme?
	Need:

· How to care for pets
· How to handle pets

· Money
Currently know:

· Many children have their own pets

	How will you supplement children’s background knowledge (e.g., video, book, field trip, virtual field trip, guest speaker, etc.)?
	Virtual field trips, YouTube, books

	How will children be involved in planning/developing the theme and props?
	· What pets would you like to see?
· Create signs, uniforms, tools and other items

	How will you introduce the theme?
	· Have real pets visit the classroom
· Read books

· Visit PetSmart


	ROLES RELATED
TO THIS THEME
	ROLE “RULES”
(typical behaviors/actions
of the role)
	EXAMPLES OF
ROLE “SPEECH”
(typical things person in role says)
	ROLE-RELATED PROPS
(what props does person in the role typically use)

	Pet Store Worker
	Takes care of the animals, offers knowledge and help with animals, takes money
	“Can I help you?”
“Cats like to eat cat food.”
	Money, cash register, paper, pens, name tag

	Customer
	Selects pets and items from the store, asks questions
	“What kind of pets do you have?”
“What does a dog eat?”
	Money, pet carrier

	Pets
	Moves and makes sounds unique to that animal, has behaviors unique to that animal
	“Woof”
“Meow”
	Dog bones, pet toys, pet food, collar, leash, food bowls


	SETUP/PROPS

	What changes are needed in the dramatic play center or where the theme will be located (e.g., rearrangement of center, addition of furniture)?
	· Coffee table could be a counter
· Set carriers and boxes around other furniture

	What adaptations will be needed for children in the classroom with disabilities/special needs?
	· Pictures of pets with special needs
· Braille on sign if needed

· Accessibility for wheelchair, etc.

	What additional props are needed (in addition to role-specific props listed previously)?
	Real, authentic props: leashes and collars, bowls for food, fish tank, cage, carriers, food, treats, toys

	
	Realistic (faux) props: Cash register, stuffed animals

	
	Open-ended, multi-purpose props: Ribbons, paper, bags, tubes

	
	Teacher-made or child-made props: Signs and pictures

	How will you incorporate diversity into this theme (race, culture, age, abilities, non-stereotypical gender roles)?
	· Label pet names with Spanish labels
· Look up pets in other countries


	LANGUAGE, LITERACY & MATH

	What books could you read/add to the dramatic play center that are related to this theme?
	“Let’s Visit the Pet Store” by Paradise Press
“What Pet Should I Get?” by Dr. Seuss

	What theme-related vocabulary words will you introduce/use?
	Veterinarian, aquarium, reptile, chow, vitamins, vaccination, prevention

	What theme-related authentic print and math materials will you add? How will you use these materials to engage children in conversation?
	· PetSmart ads, vet flyers, coupons

· Money, cash register, calculator

	What theme-related display could you add to the dramatic play center?
	· Child created pet store sign
· Price poster


	SOCIAL SKILLS

	What social skills will you intentionally teach as children play the dramatic play center?
	Turn taking, cooperation, problem solving

	What inappropriate or challenging behavior may arise?

What strategies will you use to address these behaviors?
	· The animals may get too loud or aggressive
· Leashes and collars not around necks

Instruct and model behaviors, give another choice


	HOW WILL YOU EMBED STEAM INTO THIS THEME?

	Science
	Weigh and measure pet and pet food, fish tank observation, growth chart

	Technology
	Virtual pet, video

	Engineering
	Invent a way to transport animals

	Arts
	Make signs for store, pet artwork

	Math
	Counting, money, sequencing, patterns


OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER:

Pet related snacks (Teddy Grahams, Gold Fish and Scooby Snacks/Animal Crackers)
