TROPICAL FOREST THEME
	PLANNING
	

	How does this theme relate to children’s interest and/or what they are learning?
	Children love animals and this theme extends their knowledge of other animals, plants, and habitats.

	What specific Kentucky Early Childhood benchmarks will be addressed?
	

	What background knowledge do children need to know about this theme? What background knowledge do children currently know about this theme?
	Need:

· Different kinds of forests and what makes a Rain Forest tropical

· Where do you find a tropical forest
Currently know:

· Different animals live in different habitats
· Know forests have animals, trees, plants

· They know about rain and can connect the weather concept

	How will you supplement children’s background knowledge (e.g., video, book, field trip, virtual field trip, guest speaker, etc.)?
	Video clips, books and a virtual field trip using interactive whiteboard, guest speaker who works/teaches in this field, trip to the zoo

	How will children be involved in planning/developing the theme and props?
	· Discuss what they know or think about a tropical forest
· Make trees/plants and other décor

· Bring in pictures

· Make/draw animals

	How will you introduce the theme?
	Videos, books and discussion


	ROLES RELATED
TO THIS THEME
	ROLE “RULES”
(typical behaviors/actions
of the role)
	EXAMPLES OF
ROLE “SPEECH”
(typical things person in role says)
	ROLE-RELATED PROPS
(what props does person in the role typically use)

	Scientist
	Explores/studies plant and animal life, investigates, travels, makes medicine out of plants
	“Today we’re studying ______.”
“Let’s go explore.”
“I need take notes about this.”

“Let’s follow the map.”

“Oh! This is a rare plant. I’ve never seen one of these before.”
	Magnifying glass, flash light, hat, binoculars, vest, canteen, backpack, clipboard, camera/video

	Tribal People
	Hunts, builds, makes clothing, gathers food
	Speaks in native language
	Grass skirts, face paint, straw, mud, sticks, tools

	Explorer/Visitor
	Explores the forest, sees animals, takes video/pictures, takes notes
	“It’s very hot and humid.”
“I saw a _______ today.”
	Camera, backpack, hat, flashlight, binoculars, hiking boots, canteen, compass

	Zoologist
	Studies the plants and animals
	Uses scientific names of animals and plants and talks about the habitats and types of food.
	Camera/video, notebook and pen, plants, microscope, magnifying glass, test tubes

	Mammals/Birds/Amphibians/Bugs
	Makes sounds and moves in their unique way, eats, builds nests
	Makes unique sounds
	Food, feathers, rocks, plants (masks, costumes, stuffed animals, photos)


	SETUP/PROPS

	What changes are needed in the dramatic play center or where the theme will be located (e.g., rearrangement of center, addition of furniture)?
	· Artificial plants/trees

· Move furniture to make room

	What adaptations will be needed for children in the classroom with disabilities/special needs?
	· Visual cues, modified materials, one-on-one as needed, teacher in proximity

	What additional props are needed (in addition to role-specific props listed previously)?
	Real, authentic props: plants, costumes, mud, rocks, water

	
	Realistic (faux) props: plants, animals, pictures, leaves, trees, rain stick

	
	Open-ended, multi-purpose props: costumes, puppets, mud, sticks, leaves

	
	Teacher-made or child-made props: plant-life pictures, animals pictures, trees, animals, tribal clothing and other decor

	How will you incorporate diversity into this theme (race, culture, age, abilities, non-stereotypical gender roles)?
	· Talk about other parts of the world
· Anyone can be a scientist or explorer

· Discuss tribes and tribal people


	LANGUAGE, LITERACY & MATH

	What books could you read/add to the dramatic play center that are related to this theme?
	“Fernando’s Gift”, “Rainforest Romp”, “The Rainforest Grew All Around,” “Slowly, Slowly, Slowly Said the Sloth”, and other non-fiction books about the rainforest and weather

	What theme-related vocabulary words will you introduce/use?
	Explore, study, tropical, macaw, sloth, toucan, butterfly, snake, frog, monkey, gorilla, vine, canopy, waterfall, flower, rainforest, humidity, tribe

	What theme-related authentic print and math materials will you add? How will you use these materials to engage children in conversation?
	· Use National Geographic pictures, posters, and other visuals and discuss
· Measure rainfall

· Count the sticks

	What theme-related display could you add to the dramatic play center?
	· Use posters/pictures around the center
· Chart different plants, animals, and weather related data

· Create maps


	SOCIAL SKILLS

	What social skills will you intentionally teach as children play the dramatic play center?
	Taking turns, vocabulary expansion, problem solving, working together as a “tribe”

	What inappropriate or challenging behavior may arise?

What strategies will you use to address these behaviors?
	· Multiple children wanting to play (teacher present to keep time or assign roles)
· Using the sticks/rain sticks as weapons (modeling appropriate use)


	HOW WILL YOU EMBED STEAM INTO THIS THEME?

	Science
	Studying plants, animals, and weather; using rain gauge, microscope; charting data

	Technology
	Use video clips, electronic whiteboard, iPad

	Engineering
	Building house with mud/crafts sticks, making rain sticks

	Arts
	Making rain sticks, making the props (animals, plants, trees, and other décor)

	Math
	Counting the sticks; measuring water for mud; divide what food they have among their “tribe”; sorting, graphing and comparing various data


OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER:

Songs: Dance & Beats Lab Video ( “Rainforest Explore”
